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Case report

Sebaceous carcinoma of parotid with cervical lymph node
metastasis: Case report and review of literature
Ramaswamy Balakrishnan, Agarwal Ashish C *, Venkitachalam Shruti
Email: ashishagr3@rediffmail.com

Abstract
We report the case of a 72-year-old woman who was presented to us with a right pre- and infra-auricular and
neck swelling. On evaluation, she was diagnosed to have parotid malignancy with cervical lymph node metastasis.
The mass was surgically excised, and a histopathological report of sebaceous carcinoma was obtained. She had a
past history of right eye malignancy. A review of literature on sebaceous carcinoma was carried out. This article
is about a rare tumour at an atypical site.
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Introduction

Case history

Sebaceous Carcinoma (SC), is a potentially aggressive
tumour. It usually arises within the meibomian
glands of the eyelid, which are specialized sebaceous
glands within the tarsal plate or within the glands
of Zeis, sebaceous glands are associated with eye
lid margin hair follicles1. Its reported incidence
is variable. According to a study, there are around
400 cases of SC reported in literature,2 whereas
according to another article, there have been isolated
reports of less than 200 patients.3 Extraorbital SC is
rare, with around 150 cases having been reported in
English literature till date.4 We report one such case
of parotid SC with cervical lymph node metastasis
due to the rarity of its location and the peculiarity
of its clinical presentation.

A 72-year-old woman came to the outpatient
department of a tertiary care hospital with history
of swelling around the right ear and adjacent
lower jaw for four years. When first noticed, the
swelling was the size of a peanut and was gradually
progressing in size, until six months after which it
rapidly increased in size. The patient had a history
of loss of appetite and weight for a duration of
six months, though she was not able to quantify
it. There were no other complaints regarding her
other ear, nose or throat. The patient had no other
comorbidities.
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Past history: The patient had undergone a surgical
procedure for removal of a right eye swelling four
years back at another hospital. Following this, she
was told that she had cancer, and underwent radiation
treatment. The details relating to the diagnosis
were not available with the patient. She had good
vision and was asymptomatic for a few days after the
treatment, when she was diagnosed with right eye
glaucoma, and within the next few days there was
complete right sided visual loss. After a couple of
months, she noticed the swellings in relation to the
right ear and jaw, for which she came to us.
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